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A49 A4103 to A438 Edgar Street.
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Appendix D
Children's Health and Traffic Pollutants

The EU prescribes 'safe' levels of most air pollutants, measured as
yearly averages or as instantaneous readings. The method of recording
the levels may have a profound effect on the results obtained, to the
extent that recordings must be made in identical locations and by
identical methods in order to be comparable.

The rate at which the gas disperses depends on many factors including
local wind conditions. Measurements made at sites, which are quite
close together often show widely differing levels. It is therefore hard to
assess the exact level of exposure of the public in the vicinity of NO2
hot spots out of doors. Nevertheless, it is germane to our argument to
quote Herefordshire Council's own results, on the assumption that they
will regard those as valid and that chronic exposure where the EU safe
levels are exceeded, is likely to cause harm.

Most of the articles so far found on traffic air pollutant exposure in
children are from Europe, chiefly Scandinavia and from the US. The
literature is quite extensive. (See selected references below)

The known ill effects of exposure to NO2 include low-grade bronchitis
with cough and wheezing, as well as exacerbation of pre-existing
asthma. Children subject to chronic exposure show more frequent
absence from school and perform less well academically than their
peers. Younger children and infants may show chronic cough,
disturbance of sleep and failure to thrive.

Whether there are long-term consequences of such exposure remains
to be seen. However, persistent alterations in the immune system and
in the genes controlling its operation have been observed in mice
chronically exposed to traffic pollutants. This leaves us with the very
worrying possibility that such exposure may indeed inflict lasting
damage on children.

Another interesting observation is that low income and the

disadvantages attending relative poverty appear to accentuate the ill
effects of exposure to these noxious gases.
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Selected References to Appendix D (Pollution & Children’s Health):

Traffic-related air pollution and respiratory health during the first 2 yrs of life.
U. Gehring, J. Cyrys, G. Sedimeir, B. Brunekreef, T. Bellander, P. Fischer, C.P. Bauer, D.
Reinhardt, H.E. Wichmann and J. Heinrich. Eur Respir J 2002; 19:690-698

Repeated respiratory hospital encounters among children with asthma and residential
proximity to traffic.

J Chang, R J Delfino, D Gillen, T Tjoa, B Nickerson, and D Cooper Occup. Environ. Med.,
February 1, 2009; 66(2): 90 - 98.

Ambient air pollution triggers wheezing symptoms in infants
Z J Andersen, S Loft, M Ketzel, M Stage, T Scheike, M N Hermansen, and H Bisgaard.
Thorax, August 1, 2008; 63(8): 710 - 716.

Atopic Diseases, Allergic Sensitization, and Exposure to Traffic-related Air
Pollution in Children

V. Morgenstern, A. Zutavern, J. Cyrys, |. Brockow, S. Koletzko, U. Kramer, H. Behrendt, O.
Herbarth, A. von Berg, C. P. Bauer, et al. Am. J. Respir. Crit. Care Med., June 15, 2008;
177(12): 1331 - 1337.

Combined Inhaled Diesel Exhaust Particles and Allergen Exposure Alter

Methylation of T Helper Genes and IgE Production In Vivo
J. Liu, M. Ballaney, U. Al-alem, C. Quan, X. Jin, F. Perera, L.-C. Chen, and R. L. Miller.
Toxicol. Sci., March 1, 2008; 102(1): 76 - 81.

Air pollution and development of asthma, allergy and infections in a birth
cohort

. Brauer, G. Hoek, H. A. Smit, J. C. de Jongste, J. Gerritsen, D. S. Postma, M. Kerkhof, and
B. Brunekreef. Eur. Respir. J., May 1, 2007; 29(5): 879 - 888.

Chronic bronchitis and urban air pollution in an international study

J Sunyer, D Jarvis, T Gotschi, R Garcia-Esteban, B Jacquemin, | Aguilera, U Ackerman, R de
Marco, B Forsberg, T Gislason, et al. Occup. Environ. Med., December 1, 2006; 63(12): 836
- 843.

Locally generated particulate pollution and respiratory symptoms in young
children

N Pierse, L Rushton, R S Harris, C E Kuehni, M Silverman, and J Grigg. Thorax, March 1,
2006; 61(3): 216 - 220.

Air Pollution and Children's Health

J. Schwartz. Pediatrics, April 1, 2004; 113(4/S1): 1037 - 1043.
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Appendix E

Regeneration in Hereford ‘Does the Public have a Contribution to Make’

Page 11, The failure to deliver community involvement in consultation.

3 The failure to deliver Community Involvement in
consultation.

Token delivery of the Herefordshire Council Local Development Framework
Edgar Street Grid SPD Consultation Report November 2007 (Ref 14).

3.1 The stated aim of the consultation process on Draft Edgar Street Grid
Supplementary

3.2

Document was to establish the foundation document to progress all future
planning applications.

Document (Ref 14) appears to demonstrate that the following legislation has not
been understood let alone properly delivered:

a. Government Inspectorate Development Plans Examination — A Guide to the

Process of Assessing the Soundness of Statements of Community
Involvement. December 2005

. Commission for Equality and Human Rights Commission

“The Equality and Human Rights Commission champions equality and human rights for all,
working to eliminate discrimination, reduce inequality, protect human rights and to build good
relations, ensuring that everyone has a fair chance to participate in society.”

. The Disability Discrimination Act revised 2005 Legislation

. The UK Government Sustainable Strategy Securing the Future March 2005

“Creating sustainable communities everywhere is a challenging task. It requires us to integrate
the delivery of social, economic and environmental goals to take a co-ordinated approach to
delivering public services that work for everyone including the most disadvantaged, and to
think strategically for the long- term (P 119)

. West Midlands Economic Strategy 2007

“Regenerating our most deprived communities

Focus: Regenerate and support the sustainable development and growth of our most deprived
areas, developing links with economic and employment opportunity and bolstering cohesion.
Our aim is not to deliver short-term benefits but to plan interventions that meet the
regeneration challenge and achieve long-term economic goals. Rationale: The region has a
significant number of highly deprived communities, which demand a co-ordinated and holistic
approach to regeneration. Our deprived communities will have benefited from a holistic
approach to regeneration”

West Midlands Regional Assembly Equalities and Diversities Policy Strategy.

. Advantage West Midlands Economic Inclusion Policy 2007

. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 —

“The new planning system, which was introduced through the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 is intended to speed up plan preparation, be more effective in involving the
community on planning matters, produce shorter, more flexible plans which are more
responsive to change and draw together strategies which influence the nature of places and
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r.

how they function. This Act has introduced major changes to the way development plan
documents are prepared. However, the planning applications procedure is not significantly

affected by the introduction of the new planning system.”

Herefordshire Councils Statement of Community Involvement Consultation
Report June 2006

Herefordshire Councils Statement of Community Involvement Adopted March
2007

Herefordshire Council Corporate Plan 2007 — 2010

Herefordshire Council Community Involvement Strategy (2005-2008)

. Herefordshire Council Disability Equality Scheme Annual Review 2006 —

2007

Herefordshire Council Disability Equality Scheme 2006 — 2009
Herefordshire Partnership Community Strategy 2006

Herefordshire Partnership State of Herefordshire Report 2007
Herefordshire Council’'s Equality Impact Assessment (Appendix M)

Herefordshire Council Economic Development Strategy 2005 — 2025

3.3 On close examination Herefordshire Council Local Development Framework
Edgar Street Grid SPD Consultation Report November 2007 (Ref 14) appears to have
serious discrepancies. There is no indication that this document (Ref 14) is available in
large copy print, audiocassette or, languages other than English. Overall there is no
indication whatsoever that ‘hard to reach’ groups have been reached.
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Appendix F

Communications re: Herefordshire County Council, Herefordshire Partnership,
Advantage West Midlands and ESG Herefordshire Ltd,

Raising serious concerns to key people, highlighting the gross failings and weakness
in the consultation process and the failure to follow ‘due process’ and show due
regard for Equalities and Diversities Legislation as evidenced in the report
‘Regeneration in Hereford Does the Public have a contribution to make?’

1.0 10th March 2008 Nick Webster (Researcher for ESG Herefordshire Limited and
Herefordshire Council (as per phone call and by referring to his email address
correspondence) and the following key people in an email and attachment
dated 10" March 2008

e. Chris Bull Chief Executive Herefordshire County Council, Board Director of
ESG Herefordshire Ltd

f. Roger Phillips Cabinet Lead Herefordshire County Council, Board of West
Midlands Regional Assembly, Board Director of ESG Herefordshire Ltd.

g. Mark Pearce Corporate Director for Economic Regeneration Advantage West
Midlands, Board Director ESG Herefordshire Ltd.

h. Martin Heuter Senior Community Involvement Officer Herefordshire
Partnership

| have received no acknowledgement/response from the above senior executives

1.1 4™ April 2008 | received a reply to the above-mentioned email from Nick
Webster Researcher. He implies he works for Herefordshire Council and ESG
Herefordshire Ltd.

1.2 14™ April 2008 concerned that my request for specific information was being
sidelined | replied to Nick Webster on the 14" April 2008 and again attached the
previous document dated 10" March 2008 and an additional document dated 14"
March 2008. Formally requesting replies to my questions and also requesting
information be made available to me under the Freedom of Information Act, with
the expectation that this would be responded to appropriately. This was also
copied to the following senior executives:-

a. Chris Bull Chief Executive Herefordshire County Council, Board Director of
ESG Herefordshire Ltd

b. Roger Phillips Cabinet Lead Herefordshire County Council, Board of West
Midlands Regional Assembly, Board Director of ESG Herefordshire Ltd.

c. Mark Pearce Corporate Director for Economic Regeneration Advantage West
Midlands, Board Director ESG Herefordshire Ltd.

d. Jonathan Bretherton — Chief Executive ESG Herefordshire Ltd.

e. Martin Heuter Senior Community Involvement Officer Herefordshire Partnership

1.3 17" April 2008 Correspondence received from Martin Heuter Herefordshire
Partnership indicating he would ‘ put some information together for’ (me) ‘in the
next day or so.” To date no information has been received from this person.

1.4 21° April 2008: | received an email acknowledging my Freedom of
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Information request from Geoff Hardy, Principal Lawyer — Public Law and
Litigation for Legal and Democratic Services stating this would be

considered and processed by the 12" May 2008 within the statutory timescale
of 20 days. To date | have received no formal response and have not been
provided with the information | requested.

1.5 25™ April 2008: | received an email from Nick Webster more specifically
he states that my request for information should have been directed to
ESG Herefordshire Limited and not Herefordshire Council stating that:-

“With regard to your queries contained within your emails of the 10™ March
2008 and 15™ April 2008 it is our opinion that the question you raise relate to
ESG Herefordshire Ltd consultation process with subsequent results, as a
consequence, although you question the Council’s Statement of Community
Involvement and Herefordshire Partnership involvement, the questions you
ask solely apply to ESG Herefordshire Ltd”

“Your request for a response under the Freedom of Information Act has
been passed to Herefordshire Council legal department to consider. They
will be examining whether your request and questions actually relate to
Herefordshire Council, given that we have already established your
questions are directed towards the ESG Herefordshire Ltd, as a private
company are not covered by the Freedom of Information Act.”

It is difficult to understand who this is from really and whether the content and jargon
used could be considered accessible, meaningful, transparent or easy to understand.

From this sequence of communications it is impossible for me not to conclude that
the serious concerns | raise have been viewed as invalid and irrelevant to
regeneration in Hereford (shire).

1.6 11™ August 2008 Letter And Report Titled ‘Regeneration In Hereford
Does The Public Have A Contribution To Make? Sent to Steve Bundred
Chief Executive Audit Commission

1.7 13" August 2008 Correspondence received from Deborah Manns-Benson
Private Secretary to the Chairman and Chief Executive - Audit Commission

1.8 21° August 2008 correspondence received from Ms Elizabeth Cave Audit
Commission

1.9 29" September 2008 correspondence sent to Ms Elizabeth Cave Audit
Commission

2.0 29" December 2008 email and report titled ‘Regeneration In Hereford Does

The Public Have A Contribution To Make? Sent to Chris Bull Chief Executive of
Herefordshire County Council
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Appendix G
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HEREFORD’S ESG PROJECT
GETS PUBLIC’S BACKING

Hereford’s £900m regeneration project has won huge support from county residents
who took part in the public consultation exercise following the summer launch of the
ESG Master Plan for the 100 acre redevelopment area.

Backing for the over-all plan got the vote of 77% of those responding, while an even
bigger 85% were in favour of the new shopping and leisure complex to be built on the
site of the old livestock market.

Said Jonathan Bretherton, chief executive of ESG Herefordshire, which is co-ordinating
the plans to revamp Hereford, “The results of the questionnaire, which was part of the
consultation process, clearly indicate that the public share our vision of creating a new
vibrant future for the city, one which will encourage our young people to stay and build
their careers in Hereford.”

He added: “l was impressed by both the quantity and quality of the responses from
public bodies, local organisations and the many individuals, many of whom gave
constructive criticism on the proposals, which will be extremely helpful to the ESG team
as it refines the Master Plan.”

Such strong support, he said, endorsed the mandate given to ESG by Herefordshire
Council and Advantage West Midlands to redevelop Hereford as a significant regional
business and shopping destination and a most attractive place to live.

The ESG project has also won the backing of the city’s business community in a separate
survey undertaken by Hereford and Worcester Chamber of Commerce, whose Gary
Woodman said, “The majority of businesses see it as a positive move and one which will
help the long term development of their own business, but naturally there are concerns
for those companies which will be displaced by the ESG development.”

The movement of traffic within the city, said Mr Woodman, remains the single biggest
concern.



Commenting on the traffic issue, Jonathan Bretherton said the proposals to build a new
Link Road from Edgar Street through the ESG area to the Worcester Road junction by
Morrisons had attracted a lot of comments, many of which would help make
improvements to the scheme.

Another positive idea had come from the City Centre Partnership, which suggested
moving some of the car parking from the Retail Quarter to the Eastern area of the city,
and this was being examined.
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Glossary of terms

AQMA
AWM
DPD
FRA
JvC
LDF
LDD
MUA
NNDR
PACTS
PPS
RDA
RSS
SFRA
SSD
UbDP
URC
WMRSS

Air Quality Management Area
Advantage West Midlands
Development Plan Document

Flood Risk Assessment

Joint Venture Company

Local Development Framework

Local Development Document

Major Urban Area

National Non Domestic Rate

Partners and Communities together
Planning Policy Statement

Regional Development Agency
Regional Spatial Strategy

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
Settlement of Significant Development
Unitary Development Plan

Urban Regeneration Company

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy
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